We present new results for the current as a function of transmission rate in the one dimensional totally asymmetric simple exclusion process (TASEP) with a blockage that lowers the jump rate at one site from one to r < 1. Exact finite volume results serve to bound the allowed values for the current in the infinite system. This proves the existence of a gap in allowed density corresponding to a nonequilibrium "phase transition" in the infinite system. A series expansion in r, derived from the finite systems, is proven to be asymptotic for all sufficiently large systems. Padé approximants based on this series, which make specific assumptions about the nature of the singularity at r = 1, match numerical data for the "infinite" system to a part in 10 4 .
Introduction
The one dimensional totally asymmetric simple exclusion process (TASEP) is a continuous-time stochastic process in which particles on a one dimensional lattice jump independently and randomly at unit rate to vacant neighboring sites on their immediate right [1] . It corresponds to a Kawasaki exchange dynamics [2] at infinite temperature and infinite electric field [3] . The stationary state of this system for N particles on a ring of K sites, K ≥ N , gives equal weight to all with occupation probability ρ. The TASEP is thus the simplest driven diffusive lattice-gas model whose dynamics does not satisfy detailed balance [3] . It is also, for the infinite lattice, an example of a microscopic system from which one can derive Euler-like hydrodynamical equations [4] , e.g. the Burgers equation.
In an earlier work [5] we introduced a variant of the TASEP where the jump rate across one bond of the system was reduced from 1 to r, 0 < r < 1. If one thinks of the TASEP as a model for fluid flow in a pipe, this is analogous to a restriction in the diameter of the pipe. More realistically perhaps we could consider a superionic conductor [6] like AgI or KAg 4 I 5 , in the geometry of a pinched doughnut, with a time-varying magnetic field generating an electromotive force; or a road under construction in a model of traffic flow [7] . Clearly the rate decrease will increase the particle density to the immediate left of this "blockage" bond and decrease the density to its immediate right, but what is not obvious is that this perturbation may have global in addition to local effects. Equivalent to introducing a defect into a growth surface [8, 9] , this blockage can cause the nonequilibrium stationary states of the model to exhibit a segregation into high-and low-density regions. This allows the full complexity of the model, previously available only through time-dependent studies, to be displayed via the stationary state [5, 10] . Among other features we observed for the system of N particles on a ring of size K, with N and K large, was the equivalence of the exponent governing the time and space scaling of shock fluctuations.
It is convenient to label the sites on the ring from −K/2 to K/2 (−K/2 and K/2 refer to the same site), with the blockage located at the bond between 0 and 1. The stationary density profile for a half-filled system can be seen in fig. 1 . As we approach the limit K → ∞ keeping N/K = ρ fixed, we have that far from the blockage the density becomes uniform and the stationary state appears to be asymptotically a product measure [11] with densities lim x→±∞ ρ(x) = ρ ± , with ρ + < ρ − , independent of ρ, for |ρ − 1/2| less than a certain value described in the next section. The densities are related by the condition of constant current:
When segregation takes place we thus have 1/2 − ρ + = ρ − − 1/2. One is of course interested in the asymptotic densities ρ ± and current J as a function of the transmission rate r. In [5] these could only be determined numerically; the Figure 1 : Density profile (from time average in simulation) for a half-filled system with 600 sites and periodic boundary conditions. The blockage bond is located between site 0 and site 1 and has the value r = 0.33. simple estimate obtained by neglecting the (large) correlations near the blockage, i.e. by assuming a uniform product measure with density ρ − (resp. ρ + ) to the left (resp. right) of the origin, gives
which is accurate only for very small r. This is in contrast with the translation invariant case, where, as already mentioned, there are no correlations in the stationary state. Here, in order to obtain more accurate estimates, it is necessary to include the effects of correlations, which decay slowly with the distance from the blockage, typical of systems with conservative dynamics not satisfying detailed balance [12, 13, 14] . (In [5] this decay was found numerically to go like the inverse power of the distance.)
Although one is interested in asymptotic behavior, it can be fruitful to examine the behavior of small systems with open boundary conditions for which one can determine the stationary state exactly. In a closely related model [15] , this led to an exact solution for all system sizes. Furthermore, as we shall see, results for such systems give a systematic improvement on the estimate (1) as well as bounds on the current J for the infinite system at fixed r and thus also on the maximum value of ρ + . We therefore studied systems, ranging in size from 2 to 10 sites, in which particles are added at the left with rate α and removed at the right with rate β. At non-boundary sites particles jump independently to empty neighboring sites on the right with rate r for the jump between sites 0 and 1, where the blockage is located, and with rate 1 for all other jumps. The process is thus defined (on a lattice with K = 2L sites) by the generator L giving the rate of change of any function of the
where η(k) = 0 or 1 is the occupation number at site k:
where η i→j (k) gives the configuration at site k after an attempted jump from site i to site j:
the boundary terms are given in terms of
2 Exact Solutions For Small Systems Solving such a system of equations is a daunting computational task. However, by fixing α and β and then making use of the reflection symmetry of the problem (which for α = β reduces the number of variables by a factor slightly less than 2) we were able to exactly solve for systems up to size 8 leaving r as an indeterminate parameter and size 10 for fixed r. The computations were performed using Maple V running on a SPARCstation 2.
Typically we took α = β = 1; the asymptotic behavior should be independent of α and β provided they are greater than some critical value which goes to zero as r goes to zero and equals 1/2 for r ≥ 1.
This critical value is simply related to the maximum current the infinite system with blockage r can support; it is just the density of a product measure at the maximum current:
Clearly J max (r) is a monotone nondecreasing function of r equal to 1/4 for r ≥ 1. The system "selects" the state of maximum current, We present some of the results for small systems below. J L (r, a) is the steady state current in a system with 2L sites at α = β = a; J L (r) ≡ J L (r, 1). We have We observe that J L (r) is a rational function of r with integer coefficients, and the order of the function and the complexity of the coefficients grow rapidly with system size-J 4 (r) has terms up to 34th order with the largest coefficient being 51 digits long, and is reproduced in Appendix A. We note that the value of J L (1) was obtained explicitly in [15] for all L, namely that
3 Bounds On The Infinite System
For r = 1, product measure with any density ρ ∈ [0, 1] is stationary in the infinite system, and thus the system can have any current in the range 0 to 1/4. For r < 1, this is not necessarily the case; J max (r) may be less than 1/4. In this case only a range of densities satisfying
is permitted. The problem thus is to find bounds on J max (r). A very simple bound on J max (r) can be obtained by noting that if we remove the right (or left) half of the system we are left with a system of L sites with input (removal) rate a and removal (input) rate r. CallingĴ(L; α, β) the current in a system of L sites with input rate α, removal rate β, and all "internal" jump rates now being unity, we clearly have
where the last equality, as well as exact formulae forĴ(L; α, β), have been computed in [15, 17] . In particular for a ≥ r and r ≤ 1/2 we have lim L→∞Ĵ (L; α, r) = r(1 − r) so that J max (r) ≤ r(1 − r) for For a and r both greater than 1/2 the right hand side of (10) approaches 1/4 so it yields no new information-just a proof that J max (r) cannot exceed 1/4.
To obtain better bounds we note that for any configuration, since the maximum rate at which a particle attempts to jump on to any site is bounded by one, the current in a system of size L with boundary conditions α = β = 1 cannot increase as L increases. Note that α = β = 1 corresponds to keeping the site −L always occupied and the site L + 1 always vacant in a system of size L ′ > L. We note here also that letting a → ∞ in J L (r, a) corresponds to reducing the size of the system from 2L to 2(L − 1) so that lim a→∞ J L (r, a) = J L−1 (r). Using monotonicity in a this implies again that J L (r) is monotone nonincreasing in L.
For the case α = β = 1/2 the sequence J L (r, 1/2) appears to be increasing in L, and we believe but cannot prove that J ∞ (r) ≥ J L (r, 1/2). Proving such an inequality is nontrivial since J ∞ (r) is the maximum current the infinite system can have; there exist stationary measures where the current is less than J L (r, 1/2). Thus our results for finite L only provide rigorous one-sided bounds. Note also that J L (1, 1/2) = 1/4 for all L, c.f. [15] .
Series expansion
While there is no apparent pattern to the "raw" expressions for the current (5)- (8), (A.1), one does emerge if we examine a Taylor expansion around r = 0. We obtain: 
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There is a clear pattern: as we increase the size of the system the low-order coefficients stop changing after a certain point. Assuming the continuation of this behavior, and including the results for the size 10 system, we have in the second part of (15) we show the prime factorization of the coefficients; the denominators appear deceptively simple while examination of the numerators proves less instructive.
Including the dependence of the boundary terms (i.e. taking a = 1) does not significantly alter this behavior:
The dependence on the boundary appears one term earlier than in (11)- (14), but otherwise the structure is the same.
In fact, the assumption regarding the behavior of the Taylor coefficients for progressively larger systems expressed in (11)-(18) can be proven to be correct:
Thus we see a small system not only bounds but also provides a good approximation (at least for small r) for any (finite) system that is larger. This also strongly suggests that the approach of J L (r)
to J ∞ (r) is exponential for r < 1. Of course the rate of the exponential approach vanishes at r = 1, where the convergence becomes algebraic (see (9)). We reserve the proof for Appendix B.
Padé Approximants
The Taylor series given in (15) gives an accurate measure of the current for small r, but for large r it is less successful. In fact, we can see that the series must break down by r = 1: although one commonly thinks of r as being a transmission rate ≤ 1, it is perfectly acceptable to take r > 1 in the generator (2). It is also fairly easy to see, by comparison with a system with a boundary at the origin, that the infinite volume current J ∞ (r) will have the same value for all r ≥ 1, namely J ∞ (1) = 1/4, so that there must be a nonanalyticity for some r ≤ 1 in J ∞ (r). One can also examine the coefficients of (15) and see that they apparently decrease (in magnitude) rather slowly, indicating that the radius of convergence of the series is most probably 1. Some numerical analysis indicates that there is no discontinuity in any of the derivatives of J ∞ (r) at r = 1; this evidence leads us to hypothesize that there is an essential singularity at r = 1 in J ∞ (r). An alternative which cannot be ruled out by our results is that J ∞ (r) = 1/4 for r > r 1 with r 1 < 1. Numerical results for the structure of J L (r) would seem however to argue in favor of a changeover at r = 1.
We thus look for a function of the appropriate form for the current. The "simplest" function with an essential singularity at r = 1 that also gives J ∞ (0) = 0 and J ∞ (1) = 1/4 is a function of the form
where f (r) has a simple pole at r = 1. We therefore examined functions of the form
specifically, we used our Taylor series to fit the following Padé approximants: the maximum difference between any of J 33 , J 43 and J 34 is less than 2 × 10 −5 .
Of course we are not interested in how well the different approximants approximate each other, but how well they approximate J ∞ (r). We thus must compare the approximants with numerical simulations. We see in fig. 3 that the approximation is within the error bounds of the simulations;
we happened to have plotted J 43 but any of the approximants would have fit the data as well. In comparison, a Padé approximant that behaves quadratically or quartically at r = 1 (as opposed to exponentially) looks qualitatively similar but does not fall within the error bounds of the simulations.
The simulation results were obtained by direct simulation of the TASEP dynamics; progressively larger systems were used until the current reached an asymptotic value. For small values of r this occurred quite quickly, but the needed system size grows quite rapidly as one approaches r = 1: for r = 0.7 we needed to investigate systems with 6400 sites and for r = 0.8 we needed to investigate systems with 15000 sites.
Our results can also be viewed as the determination of the phase diagram for the system. As mentioned earlier the current J ∞ (r) is the maximum stationary current permitted by the infinite system-with some boundary conditions the current may be less. Accepting [11] that the stationary measure is asymptotically a product measure then J ∞ = ρ ∞ (1 − ρ ∞ ), and the bound on the current is equivalent to a bound on the allowable range of densities. We plot the boundary of this range, the critical density, against the transmission rate in fig. 4 . If the overall density of the finite system in a periodic box, ρ, was in the disallowed region, the system would have to segregate with high density ρ − to the left of the blockage and low density ρ + to the right of it, with ρ − + ρ + = 1 and
The phase diagram is apparently quite different from that normally observed in systems that phase segregate, with a cusp at the critical point if one believes the Padé approximants accurately describe the behavior of the system. Of course one should remember the rather unique nature of this type of transition.
Discussion
When a system has dynamics that do not satisfy detailed balance, the steady states do not (in general) have the form of Gibbs states. Thus, even a qualitative description of the nature of the steady states, particularly with respect to the dependence on the parameters entering the dynamics, is lacking.
Standard perturbative techniques are generally inapplicable, and most of our knowledge comes from computer simulations, approximate calculations using renormalization group (universality) ideas, and a few exactly soluble models.
It thus is quite remarkable that information determined from a system with 10 sites can be used to predict the behavior of a system with 10 4 sites to within a part in 10 4 for all values of the parameter r. This is particularly interesting given that quantities besides the asymptotic current, e.g. the local density near the blockage, are not given accurately by the results from the small systems.
We hope that it will be possible to determine a general formula for the terms in our Taylor seriescertainly the sequence of denominators (1, 2, 2 4 , 2 10 3 3 , 2 26 3 7 ) seems tractable. Since the coefficients are independent of system size (if the system is big enough) only reasonably-sized systems need to be studied in order to obtain useful results. Unfortunately direct computation of higher-order terms seems unlikely, given that the computational complexity grows exponentially, without further theoretical input.
Even if our computations cannot be extended, there remains the possibility of proving that some of our qualitative description of the phase diagram is correct. Our series is only proven to be asymptotic for small r, but we have already seen that finite systems can serve to bound certain properties of the infinite system for arbitrary values of r: for example we believe that J L (r, 1/2) ≤ J ∞ (r) and we know that J ∞ (r) ≤ J L (r, 1) for all L > 0 and all 0 ≤ r ≤ 1.
Appendix A The function J 4 (r) 
Appendix B Proof of Theorem 1
To prove theorem 1, we will need to consider systems with unequal numbers of sites to the left and to the right of the blockage, say L − and L + , respectively; J L − ,L + (r) will represent the current in such a system with α = β = 1. We will prove the following lemma:
Now we prove the lemma, considering only the case L ′ + ≤ L + since the case L ′ − ≤ L − is the same by symmetry. We will need to consider probabilities of certain collections of configurations. We write
This represents the marginal probability of the configuration at sites Our proof proceeds by induction: Suppose we know all probabilities of the form
to a certain accuracy, namely to order e R ({η 1 , . . . , η N })+ k in r. Then (for N > 1) we can (show that we can) compute all probabilities of the form
This is sufficient to prove our lemma, and in fact more general results: for any size system (with if we can iterate the induction step j times we know the current to order 2 + j.
So let us return to the induction step. Consider the transitions that occur between the different values of η −L − +1 , . . . η N −1 : we will give estimates on the rates of these transitions in the stationary 
